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• What is the financial impact of the proposed changes she has outlined
with the introduction of the registered nursing associate role in Wales? 

• How much government funding has been allocated for this
introduction? 

• What are the financial implications for both the funding of the education
of the Trainee Nursing Associate and the individual health boards costs 
with the implementation of this policy?  

• Can the Welsh Government provide assurance that government funding
will not be removed from the HEIW financial allocation to degree level 
pre-registration nursing to fund this new initiative? 

In addition, RCN Wales asks the Health and Social Care Committee to make a 
recommendation as part of its safe staffing inquiry to include appropriate use of 
nursing associates in the statutory guidance. 

Along with this letter, I attach a briefing for the attention of the Health and Social 
Care Committee outlining some of the concerns that RCN Wales has surrounding 
the decision to introduce the role of the nursing associate in Wales.  

I look forward to further discussion of this matter. 

Yours sincerely, 

HELEN WHYLEY, RN, MA 
DIRECTOR, RCN WALES 
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12 February 2024 
 
 
Russell George MS  
Chair of Senedd Health and Social Care Committee  
  
 
Emailed to: russell.george@senedd.cymru 
   
 
Dear Russell 
 
I am aware that the Senedd Health and Social Care Committee is currently in the 
process of writing its inquiry report into Nurse Staffing Levels (Wales) Act 2016: 
post-legislative scrutiny.  The Royal College of Nursing was very grateful to have 
had the opportunity to provide evidence to the Committee on 17 October 2023 as 
part of the inquiry.  
 
I write to you today to request that the Health and Social Care Committee considers 
the implications of the Welsh Government’s recent publication of its intent to 
introduce the registered nursing associate role in Wales, as part of its forthcoming 
report into Nurse Staffing Levels (Wales) Act 2016: post-legislative scrutiny. 
 
I was informed by the Minister for Health and Social Services, who wrote to me on 
18 December 2023, that she does “not support RN substitution and consider the 
Nurse Staffing Levels (Wales) Act facilitates a degree of mitigation for Wales.” RCN 
Wales shares the Minister’s concerns about the potential risks for role substitution 
and welcomes her commitment to mitigate against these risks as the registered 
nursing associate role is introduced.  
 
In the interests of patient safety, RCN Wales believes that the Minister for Health 
and Social Services should consider extending the duties in section 25B of Nurse 
Staffing Levels (Wales) Act 2016 to include all areas in which registered nursing 
associates will be employed. 
 

Continued..... 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Royal College of Nursing 
Ty Maeth 
King George V Drive East 
Cardiff   
CF14 4XZ 
 
Helen Whyley, RN, MA  
Director, RCN Wales 
 
Telephone    
Email   

 



12 February 2024         2 
 
 
I therefore ask the Committee to explore recommending, as part of your forthcoming 
report, that the Health and Social Services Minister considers extending section 25B 
of the Nurse Staffing Levels (Wales) Act 2016 to include all areas in which 
registered nursing associates will be employed both in and outside of the NHS. 
 
For ease of reference, I have attached a separate letter and briefing that I sent to 
the Health and Social Care Committee on 31st January, which include further 
information on the nursing associate role.  
 
I look forward to reading the Committee’s forthcoming report. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
 
HELEN WHYLEY, RN, MA  
DIRECTOR, RCN WALES 
 
Encs. 




